Wow. I'm certain this year went by faster than all the others. You probably are too. People
keep telling me it’s an age related thing.

First question many people ask me is did I travel this year? A definite yes. I stayed a

= little closer to home with trips to Mexico and five weeks of road trips in the US.

| In mid April I took off in my small pickup and started south to see friends and a lot
of the West. I stopped in Chico and Y osemite on the way to see Audry at her former base in Southern
California. She, her kids and I camped at Joshua Tree National Park and enjoyed warm weather in
April. I then headed for Flagstaff where [ saw my friends Jim and Pat McGeorge. Then off to Grand
Canyon, and the State and National parks of S. Utah including Bryce, Capital Reef and Kodachrome
parks. I hiked, photographed and explored. I then headed North to see Carol Lee’s family in Idaho
before going back to Vancouver.

In June, Jane and I traveled back to Carol Lee’s then on to Yellowstone & Grand Teton
National Parks where we spent most nights in our new tent. We woke up to some cold mornings
including a few with snow on the tent. We saw bison galore and great scenery every day.

During the year we also hiked several miles into remote Shi-Shi Beach in Olympic National
Park, attended a wedding in Minnesota, a family reunion (hers), a work reunion (Toketee), as well as
our usual haunts in the Columbia Gorge and NW coasts.

While traveling I had wood floors sanded and a new roof put on my house. I didn’t get on any
wildfires this year which gave me lots of time to put several coats of paint on my house. A lot of work
but it sure looks better.

Audry was transferred from Ft. Irwin to Fort Lewis and is now back in her house near

Olympia. That’s the good news. Gabriel and Regan are growing and her husband Gabe joined

the National Guard and has been doing a lot of training. Audry has joined a unit and is
scheduled to go to Afghanistan in August. So that’s the bad news.

Geoffrey and family are making a big change. They are moving to Olympia where he will
work for Verizon. He, Stefanie, and Mia will live with Audry’s family where Stefanie will help with
Audry’s kids while they are at training and during Audry’s deployment. Mia is now two and probably
has a record number of photos of herself on Facebook.

Isabel put in a lot of time at her job with Vancouver Clinic as they moved to electronic medical
records. She is now back to a management job that suits her fine and pays more. Mercedes is in the 8th
grade and spends a lot of time on a cheerleading team. Mary Lynn is in the 4" grade and played a lot of
soccer this year. Troy is working for a contractor that builds decks. His son, Carson is in the 3" grade.

My mother turned 91 and is healthy as well as the rest of the family.

Jane is looking forward to retiring from Head Start-Corvallis at the end of the school year. She
will then move up with me on a permanent basis. She worked 4 days a week from Jan-June which gave
us time to have fun Fridays where we traveled and entertained our selves locally. This school year it’s
back to 5 days of work a week so we’ve had less time for weekly fun.

I plan to keep hitting the road in the next year. The Peace Corps will turn 50 next year and [ am
helping out with Oregon Historical Society with a Peace Corps Exhibit they will have beginning in
March. I’ll to go to Washington DC for a 50" PC anniversary conference in September. In November
we plan to attend a reunion of Liberia Peace Corps foresters in Hawaii.

I hope everyone of you had a good year. I know that sometimes that doesn’t happen. Ifso I
hope next year is better. Regardless, keep in touch.

Merry Christmas and have a happy New Year.






